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MINISTER FOR LAND INFORMATION - VISIT TO MAURITIUS AND VIETNAM 
Statement by Minister for Land Information 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland - Minister for Land Information) [2.06 pm]:  In July I completed a visit to 
Mauritius and Vietnam, which provided numerous benefits to all three governments and has further strengthened 
Western Australia’s international relationships with these nations.  The visits were primarily to support 
Landgate’s international consultancy and confirm the commitment of the Western Australian government to 
building strong relationships with our close neighbours. 

The Ministry for Housing and Lands in Mauritius and Landgate have enjoyed a fruitful cooperation in land 
administration systems since 2005.  We share the common goal of the development of effective and efficient 
land administration management systems through a reform and modernisation program. 

My recent visit to Mauritius was to sign a memorandum of understanding between the government of Mauritius 
and the government of Western Australia.  I also spent time observing the evolving land administration system in 
Mauritius and was able to examine first-hand Landgate’s role in undertaking international consultancy.  In 
addition, I also examined state housing initiatives for disadvantaged groups in the country.  The memorandum of 
understanding between the Ministry of Housing and Lands and Landgate was signed by Hon M. A. A. Dulull, 
Minister for Housing and Lands and me.   

The Mauritian economy requires good quality, accessible information and Landgate can assist the government of 
Mauritius to achieve data quality requirements and business benefits well into the future.  The memorandum of 
understanding establishes Landgate as a primary resource for future land administration consultancy in 
Mauritius.  I discussed at length the importance of the proposed land administration and valuation information 
management system - the LAVIMS project.  This is an ambitious project to modernise Mauritius’ land 
administration and valuation systems, and is all the more crucial now with the inclusion of the revaluation 
component for levying the national residential property tax in July 2009. 

I also met with the Mauritian Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Cooperation, Hon M. Dulloo.  
In my discussions with Mr Dulloo I made a commitment from the Western Australian government that Landgate 
would assist in the areas of capacity building and technical assistance in land administration, surveying and 
mapping and land valuation. 

After Mauritius, I spent two days in Vietnam meeting with the Minister for Natural Resources and the 
Environment; the Minister for Agriculture and Rural Development; and other senior government officials in 
order to strengthen the relationships between their ministries and Landgate. 

Landgate has an ongoing collaboration with the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment to develop and 
reform land administration in Vietnam, and has been active in establishing the Vietnam FireWatch program with 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development.   

My visit to Vietnam was to further demonstrate the commitment of the Western Australian government, which is 
essential to strengthening the relationships between agencies and to building future commercial consultancy 
opportunities for Landgate.  I met with staff from the strengthening environment and land administration - 
SEMLA - project to show our support for their project and in turn, raise the profile of the Landgate consultants 
who are contracted to SEMLA as advisers.   

To the MONRE representatives, I reinforced Landgate’s continued support of their endeavours to achieve a 
modern land administration system.  Landgate is sending three advisers to Hanoi this year and will be providing 
additional support to MONRE through the fellowship training program.  Landgate could additionally fulfil the 
role of land valuation capacity building if MONRE required support in this area. 

By providing assistance to Mauritius and Vietnam, Landgate will further strengthen the relations between 
Australia and these progressive nations and build Landgate’s reputation as a world leader in land information.   

[See paper 3063.]   
 


